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PREFACE

 You, the potential parent – present parent – or post-graduate 
parent, are probably confused by the profusion of advice being 
offered on the prevention and cure of common problems 
experienced by children and teenagers.

 With so much expertly researched material available from the 
medical profession, psychologists, educationalists, and child 
welfare specialists, some eyebrows are bound to be raised when 
two grandparents toss another book onto the already large pile.

 Frankly, we have not written from choice, but from pressure. 
For many years, grateful parents have been asking for written 
materials after seeing their children being freed from the 
influences of the evil one, through prayer. The audio tapes of 
some of Phyl’s lectures have circulated far and wide, causing 
more and more parents to seek freedom for their children; they 
have provided them with clues to the childhood origins of the 
problems they encounter in adulthood.

 Phyl and I make no claim to be experts on children’s problems. 
We are merely parents and grandparents with practical experience; 
we believe that God has given some spiritual insights into the 
causes of, and solutions to, many vexing problems amongst the 
young. Revealed truth is like seed – it must be scattered before 
it can propagate. We pray that the Holy Spirit will quicken the 
seed in these following pages as you read.

 How this book began is an interesting story. Being under 
pressure to write is one thing; how to commence, and 
what to say are entirely different matters. I had the urge to 
write, but nothing more until Phyl and I were conducting 
a one-day seminar on deliverance at a Uniting Church in 
the Sydney suburb of Liverpool. During the afternoon, 
when Phyl spoke on the subject of children’s problems, she 
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obviously was doing so under the anointing of the Holy Spirit. 
As I listened, I also became aware of a similar quickening. 
I reached into my Bible case and took out a sheet of note paper, 
and with only a fine point Indian ink pen available, wrote an 
outline of the first chapter. Phyl noticed me writing, and was 
somewhat puzzled as she knew I was conversant with her lecture 
material! She did not realize that this was the birth of chapter 
one.

 Since that day, the Holy Spirit has added a little at a time. 
So in the context of God’s word and His revealed wisdom, 
chapters have been added, and clearly defined sections have 
become visible. Written as the Holy Spirit has directed, and 
constantly in fellowship with Phyl, my most supportive and 
kindest critic of all, the book has reached its present shape. 
God has given it, and to Him alone belongs any credit which 
may be given. 

 Together, we dedicate this book to our three daughters whose 
love, tolerance, cooperation and forgiveness have made such a 
contribution to what we have been able to achieve in God; and 
through them, to our nine grandchildren who are such a blessing 
to us. 

Noel and Phyl Gibson 

Deliver Our Children from the Evil One
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FOREWORD 

The breakdown of families is one of the symptoms of almost 
catastrophic societal upheaval in our days. Social, political, 
educational, legal, and psychological remedies have been 
vigorously applied, but to little avail. Many are wondering now 
if spiritual approaches may not bear more fruit.

 As we see history unfolding, it seems clear to us that a strong 
word which the Spirit is speaking to the churches in the 1990s 
has to do with spiritual warfare in all its dimensions. Some 
leaders are specializing in exposing demonic powers working 
through the occult. Some are dealing with principalities, powers, 
and territorial spirits. Some are dealing with personal deliverance 
from demonic forces.

 For almost a decade, Noel and Phyl Gibson have been widely 
used of God in ministering personal deliverance. Much of this 
ministry has brought them face-to-face with the heart-wrenching 
problems of family breakdown. Many of these, they soon found, 
can be traced to demonization of children. The Gibsons have 
now done the body of Christ worldwide an enormous favor in 
compiling their insights and wisdom in this book, Deliver Our 
Children from the Evil One.

 This book is both preventative and therapeutic. Married couples 
who are not yet parents should read and absorb the contents of 
this book. It is not pleasant reading. But morning sickness and 
labor pains are not pleasant either. The desired result, however, 
can be a baby who is not only physically healthy, but who grows 
up with spiritual health because its parents have learned how to 
pray for him or her effectively, even from before conception. The 
results are well worth the effort.

 Parents who are already experiencing difficulty with their 
children will need less urging to learn from the Gibsons. 
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Many will be able to identify and root out footholds of the 
Enemy developed during pregnancy, unfortunate attitudes 
surrounding conception, or birth trauma. They will also be able 
to recognize strongholds of parents’ disappointment with the 
sex of the child, lack of bonding with the mother at birth, or 
insecure feelings of a young mother. Once these are identified 
and dealt with, the invading demonic spirits can be dismissed 
quite readily. Healing is often dramatic.

 The growing phenomenon of child abuse is abhorrent to most 
upright Christians. But it is an unfortunate fact of life, and we 
must know how to deal with it when necessary. The Gibsons 
have included several very instructive and revealing chapters on 
child abuse which are extremely helpful and liberating.

 How can children become demonized? How can parents 
and others recognize the symptoms? Are any of these problems 
hereditary? How can parents defend their children against Satanic 
attacks? How should we pray for children? These and many other 
such questions are frankly and intelligently addressed by Noel 
and Phyl Gibson.

 We have used this book as a training and instructional manual 
and found it highly effective. We believe you and your children 
will benefit greatly as you read and apply it. The Bible tells us to 
resist the devil, and the Gibsons show us how. 

Peter and Doris Wagner
Fuller Theological Seminary

Pasadena, California, USA

Dr. Peter Wagner has since been elevated into
the presence of the King in October 2016

Deliver Our Children from the Evil One
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COMMENTS 

 When Noel and Phyl Gibson’s married daughters heard that 
their parents were writing a book which included some of their 
own childhood experiences, Adrienne suggested that the three 
daughters should write the foreword. The others readily agreed. 

 Without speaking to one another, or knowing what each other 
had written, their unedited contributions are as follows: 

From Adrienne, the favourite eldest daughter.
‘Well I am the experimental model – first off the production 
line. You might say now almost vintage, but maturing well! 

 How I thank God for giving me the most precious parents, 
who are my best friends. They say example is the greatest teacher. 
I remember so well, the tireless patience of my Mother, who 
always had time to correct my sewing, make a dress, or just to 
attend to my maths. Nothing was too much trouble. My Father 
though so busy, loved the Lord, and worked at it enthusiastically, 
as if Jesus was coming back that day.

 The times of separation from our father was a faith building 
experience for me personally. To see God provide our daily food, 
replace a burnt out stove, and care for our daily needs, planted 
within me that seed of faith. The relationship I developed with 
my mother during his absences was so precious. Now as a mother 
of one teenager I find myself automatically repeating what I have 
learnt from childhood.

 I am so excited about this book because I believe that we can 
as parents on a daily basis with God’s power take our authority 
in the Name of Jesus – breaking, cleansing and releasing any 
problem before it has a chance to take root. Keeping them free 
from the EVIL ONE.’ 

Adrienne
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From Aureole, the favourite middle daughter.
‘It was a shock to read Dad’s confession of his shortcomings as a 
father during my childhood years. Our relationship is truly deep 
and enriched with great love, honour and respect. I can go to 
him with any problem and know that there will be acceptance, 
love and wisdom because he’s not only my earthly father but my 
spiritual father as well. The hallmark of his life is that he has 
always been a man of the Word, and I thank God for his example 
which has taught me the importance of spending time with God 
in His word.

 To have your mother as your best friend is the most wonderful 
experience. This has been built over the years by a mother who 
has always had time to listen, who has understood me, loved me, 
laughed with me and, yes, even cried with me. If that were not 
enough, she is a strong woman of God, full of faith, wisdom and 
prayer, who before my very eyes constantly demonstrated the 
fruit of a close living relationship with her God.

 I owe my freedom to God but it was my parents whom He 
taught how to take His power and minister glorious release to me. 
And not only to me but also to my husband and three children, 
which has brought a new dimension into our relationship. 

 The Lord has given mother a special sensitivity to the needs of 
children. To see her praying with her grandchildren and setting 
them free from hereditary bondages and birth traumas that have 
plagued them, has brought tears to my eyes, for they are also my 
children.

 Dad and Mother have now imparted to my husband and me 
the keys for setting our own children free and also helping other 
parents by ministering release to their children. I just know that 
as you read this book and take hold of the principles that, believe 
you me, have been tried and proved, you will have one terrific 
blueprint for your own freedom and your family’s, and for your 
ministry.’ 

Aureole 

Deliver Our Children from the Evil One
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From Yvonne, the favourite youngest daughter.
‘I speak with truth and authority when I say that I owe my life 
and the quality of my life to the co-authors – Noel and Phyl 
Gibson, as I have the great privilege of being their favourite 
youngest daughter.

 My early memories of my mother were of a loving, kind, 
understanding, fair person who was always there to supply all 
my needs and offer guidance. To this day she remains unchanged 
and still supplies all of the above, only now it is even more 
appreciated. My father whom I adored and missed dreadfully in 
his absences was a person I held in awe. However as I grew up, 
his image of a distant father changed and he came to represent 
and offer to me the same qualities that I found in my mother.

 As a mother of four sons myself, I realise the magnificent 
upbringing my parents provided for me and indeed have drawn 
on this in raising my own family. Parents are not childhood 
figures only, my parents have continued to offer the same love, 
support and guidance through my adult monumental blunders 
and triumphs, never criticizing, always forgiving and accepting 
my own decisions and above all – always loving. This is why 
today we share the greatest God given parent-child relationship 
possible with the added bonus that they are both my very best 
life-long friends.

 I urge all parents, potential parents and those who wish to 
reflect on their upbringing, to approach this book with an open 
heart and mind in order to receive the maximum blessing from 
the God-given wisdom contained within these pages.

 Read this book and share the blessings that I have received 
throughout my life from this wonderful Spirit filled couple 
– my Parents.’ 

Yvonne

Comments
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Quotes on

Deliver Our Children from the Evil One 

For profiles of these specialist physicians see ‘Acknowledgements’ 
in the front of the book. 

‘In this book Noel and Phyl seek to distil the accumulated wisdom 
of many years of ministry to children. The result is a book which 
will be of great assistance to both parents and those more specifically 
involved in ministry to children. This book is written by a “layman” 
from a medical perspective but contains a combination of experience 
and revelation resulting from many years involvement in the 
freedom ministry. It provides insights which must be considered in 
any serious attempt to develop an integrated ministry to children 
based on a Biblical perspective of man. I have found it useful both 
as a father of five children, as a teacher and minister to the Body of 
Christ, and as a specialist physician.’

(Dr) Wade Brett MB, ChB, FRACP 

‘In the context of God’s Word and His revealed wisdom, these 
loving parents examine the “hidden agenda” influencing the growth 
and development of today’s children. This distilled wisdom from a 
lifetime of counselling and personal ministry will be a blessing to all 
parents and parents to be!’

(Dr) Ernest J. Crocker BSc(Med), MB, BS, FRACP, DDU 

‘An important and very practical work, full of wisdom and 
witty anecdotes, firmly founded on Biblical principles. Highly 
recommended for every Christian parent who desires freedom, 
fulfillment and wholeness, both for themselves, and especially their 
children.’

(Dr) Martin E.A. Panter BSc, MB, BS, MRCS, LRCP, DObst, RCOG, 
FRACGP
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CHAPTER 1

LOVE IS NOT BLIND, BUT IT CAN 
GET A LITTLE OUT OF FOCUS! 

 When I was married, no-one cared enough to warn me that I 
could face problems if and when I became a father. The marriage 
lights were green, and I was madly in love with my bride so I 
stepped on the pedal and entered the intersection where two 
lives became one, blissfully ignorant of red lights ahead. Had 
I been counselled I probably would have lightheartedly replied 
about love solving every problem. It surely has helped greatly, but 
it has not kept me from falling into some well concealed traps 
which may have been avoided had some specialized information 
and mature advice been available.

 Phyl, my beloved partner, on the other hand, was much more 
prepared. She was an excellent trained nurse and a lover of 
children. The transition was natural. Just like a duckling when 
it finds that floating and paddling are much easier and more 
natural than waddling.

 In time, our combined love resulted in three precious daughters 
being born over a period of six years and three months. Each had 
special significance to us, and as they grew older, I found I had 
a favourite eldest daughter, a favourite middle daughter, and a 
favourite youngest daughter. It never worried me that I had failed 
to produce sons. In fact my big mouth caused me a real problem 
on that subject. Before we were married, Phyl said ‘I’ll have the 
first three children if you will have the next three.’ And I agreed! 
Realising the impossibility of some biological transformation, 
I just hoped that some honourable way of ‘saving face’ would 
open up in due course, and it did. When I had officiated at 
the wedding ceremony of my third daughter, I triumphantly 
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announced to Phyl --- ‘Darling, you have given me three 
daughters, and I have given you three sons!’ Bless her, Phyl 
graciously accepted that as an honourable fulfilment! 

TOO LATE – too late – too.....?
Unfortunately I cannot make up for my many blunders during 
those developing years of dad-daughter relationships. Each of 
them are now mothers with their own families. They have given 
us seven grandsons and two granddaughters who call us Papa 
and Bamma, (early childhood names which have stuck). Being 
Grandparents is both a delight and a special responsibility. To 
show how much I have changed, I even leave my study door 
open when they visit us so they can slip in and out as they want 
to. Our girls never could do that. So the old walls are crumbling 
at last! 

Digging up the past.
Praise God, not all my fatherly relationships were failures. 
I loved my girls and was proud of them in the right way. Phyl 
sewed beautifully and the four females of my household looked 
like a million dollars with very little financial outlay. We were 
living by faith when the girls were quite young so I became 
increasingly grateful for a partner who would have given the 
dollar a swelled head for all it could be stretched to do in sewing 
and entertainment.

 Our girls were also obedient and well behaved. I saw to that. 
I was a disciplinarian. I knew no other way because that was how 
my father had treated me. I now know I didn’t need to act like 
that because the Lord has shown me the hereditary causes of the 
‘like-father-like-son’ syndrome. My father constantly disciplined 
me, so I followed his example. He did play a little cricket with 
me, and sometimes cycled miles along country roads with me 
perched awkwardly and painfully on the cross-bar to fish together 
for silver-belly eels. But he was not a good communicator, and  

Deliver Our Children from the Evil One
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in that aspect sadly fell short of being the ‘dad’ I needed as 
a growing boy. I believe I was able to communicate with my 
own girls, but the occasions were too few. Even so, the story of 
Goldilocks and the three bears did get into our family fun-times 
and I still have the legacy of being called Daddy-bear’ by three 
adult daughters.

 But there were other nasty habits. As an evangelist I was super 
dedicated to the service of God by day and night, almost looking 
on days off as ‘robbing God’. So I was always busy, and even 
now the girls speak about their early memories of my always 
being too busy to be available. I’ve repented of that too, but 
the regrets remain. There were, of course, some compensations. 
When Sunday afternoons were spent in beach evangelism, the 
girls often came and enjoyed playing nearby, as we conducted 
children’s Gospel programmes. During our Christmas holiday 
beach and camping group missions, the girls also went along to 
help, and enjoy the relaxation. And then there were the camping 
holidays, when travelling, tenting, fishing, fun and relaxation 
brought great family unity. Even being squirted with tomato 
sauce by an over venturesome and not quite so favourite eldest 
daughter put pressures on dad’s patience, but we all survived, 
with great memories.

 Being an open air preacher also meant that we had to trust 
the Lord for finances. So there were times when the girls asked 
for things that were beyond our resources. We felt responsible 
for most needs, but at other times a wise mother would suggest 
that the children pray for their own needs. When Adrienne, 
(daughter number one), began music lessons with a friend, 
she felt she should have a music case so that people on the bus 
would know she was taking music lessons. So she said to her 
mother, ‘Do you think Jesus would let me have a music case?’ 
Mother said she felt sure that Jesus would like that. When the 
postie (mailman) came that morning there was a letter with an 
anonymous gift of ten shillings in it (pre-decimal currency worth 

Love is Not Blind
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one dollar). So Phyl boarded a bus for the city, and purchased  
the music case. When Adrienne returned home from school that 
afternoon, her eyes widened in astonishment when she saw what 
was waiting.She excitedly said ‘I didn’t think He would answer 
that quickly’. That incident laid a foundation of faith in her life 
which helped make her the woman of faith she is today.
 On another occasion, the two older girls asked their mother for 
roller skates. Now that was a matter that only Jesus could answer, 
so the girls were encouraged to pray. Three days afterwards there 
was a. knock on the front door. Phyl found a dear friend standing 
there, holding three pairs of little-awed skates, with white boots 
attached to two pairs. ‘Phyl’, she said, ‘I was cleaning out my 
children’s wardrobes and I found these skates which may fit your 
girls’. They fitted perfectly; the Lord Jesus knew their individual 
sizes.

 Another skeleton which shrinks from exposure is my 
perfectionism. It came from my attempts to overcome the 
rejection I had experienced in childhood. I was forced to play 
mostly alone in my own backyard; few friends were allowed 
past the front gate; I was denied the harmless comics my friends 
enjoyed; and was sent early to bed when my parents conducted 
weekly Bible studies for young Christians. Sundays were 
particularly miserable. Having no car, I was literally marched 
a mile to church, twice-a-day, always under a dire threat of 
punishment for the slightest misdemeanor. Shoes had to be 
cleaned on Saturdays, and Sunday reading and activities were 
very restricted. My punishment sessions infrequently resulted in 
being sent early to bed on an empty stomach.

 I grew up with good values and aimed at high standards. 
However, my ego was deflated, so I got into the usual antics 
to counteract this - pride, performance and perfectionism. It 
was the latter which hurt our girls, because I always felt they 
could and should do better. I was picky, sometimes growling at 
their failure to reach my defined standard, and this must have 

Deliver Our Children from the Evil One
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been most discouraging to them. Of course I was proud of their 
performances because that made me feel good. But I know that 
my perfectionist attitude placed another unnecessary load on 
each of them. I have an even more repulsive skeleton which I 
hate to uncover. It is well known that brothers habitually tease 
sisters, but far worse, fathers often tease their daughters, and I 
did it in my lack of maturity. There is probably nothing more 
discouraging to a daughter practising her singing scales than 
her father accompanying her in a falsetto voice. But Aureole, 
(daughter number two), has forgiven me and has overcome 
my discouragement. Now she sings beautifully for the glory of 
God. 

 But I could not help the Freemasonry ‘hand-me-downs’ . 
The full story of how my maternal grandfather passed on that 
curse to me is given in our previous book Evicting Demonic 
Intruders and Breaking Bondages. Coming through me, Phyl, our 
three daughters and nine grandchildren came under numerous 
bondages and dominations, particularly sicknesses and allergies. 
We have now prayed for them all and have seen them released 
and cleansed.

 Each favourite daughter was of course unique. Adrienne was 
asked by her mother what lesson she had learned on her first 
day in Sunday School. She replied, It was about a man who gave 
another man a jig on his donkey’.

 Aureole on one occasion came out to see me while I was 
cutting the edges of our front lawn. She opened her little fist 
and revealed a number of raisins. I was generously invited to 
help myself. I took one and ate it, making a fuss over it. Then she 
disappeared inside and the following conversation took place: 
Mother: ‘What have you been doing darling?’ Aureole: I’ve been 
helping daddy.’ How have you been helping daddy?” I’ve been 
feeding him. I might add she still feeds her ‘Dad’, she’s a fabulous 
cook.. Yvonne was the one with the fertile imagination, and in 
no time she had made up nicknames for all family members, 

Love is Not Blind
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many of which exist to this day. She became the ‘arty’ type and 
her creations are increasingly excellent. They all threw themselves 
wholeheartedly into supporting the work in which we were 
involved. Adrienne and Aureole used their musical and singing 
talents during our open air programmes, and took their turns 
with Yvonne helping their mother prepare for a smorgasbord 
meal for up to fifty voluntary workers at Sunday night teas.

 Praise God, all my past mistakes are now forgiven and the love 
which flows among us all as a family is special. Dad’s opinion 
is important and calls from various parts of the country are 
often made to ask for his advice on important matters. Only the 
memories are left, giving rise to these warning signs so that future 
generations who are verging on merging may be more enlightened 
than I was. There is a one-line gag often used at engagement 
parties: ‘Love is blind and marriage is an eye-opener’. With me it 
was not marriage but the problems I caused as a parent controlled 
by my pride, weaknesses, inadequacies, and rejection. When 
disciplinarianism, workaholism, perfectionism, and teasing are 
added, the mixture is potentially lethal to relationships. But 
God, Phyl, and the girls have been most gracious to me.

 And so I can truly say that I have become the most loving 
– understanding – impartial – encouraging – reasonable and 
available dad – forty four years too late!

 And yet in one way it is never too late. It has been our joy 
to pray for our girls, their husbands, and their children. Their 
bondages from heredity have been broken, and they have been 
freed from all oppressions which have been passed on. Other 
influences have been cleansed, and there is a constant and natural 
dialogue on every kind of subject, particularly the matters which 
concern the Kingdom of God. So the past is gone, the memories 
are muted, and we go on together.

 On one occasion Phyl was being interviewed by the leader of 
a counselling school before we began our teaching programme. 

Deliver Our Children from the Evil One
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One question put to her went like this: ‘Phyl, what was it that 
quickened your interest in working with children?’ Her reply 
was, ‘It commenced not long after we entered full-time Christian 
service. One night God told me through his Word, that he 
would give me “the treasures of darkness” (Isaiah 45:3 KJV). The 
very next day the International Director of the mission society 
Noel was serving invited him to visit American branches and 
share his speciality of industrial evangelism. I then realized what 
the Lord had prepared me for. During that six and a half month’s 
separation I had to be mother, father, supplier, protector and 
adviser to our three young children without my partner’s help.’

 ‘It was then that I soon learned that the children were living 
out some of the same problems Noel and I had experienced 
in our younger years. I then realized that if it were possible to 
get children freed from hereditary problems, their growth and 
developmental behaviour would be far less traumatic.’

 That seed was sown in 1963, so it has had some time to develop 
and mature. And I believe that entering the grandparent era with 
some nine healthy growing children, we are having a refresher 
course from a more mature perspective.

Love is Not Blind
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CHAPTER 2

READ THE FINE PRINT FIRST!

 When did you last read the fine print on the back of your 
airline ticket? I decided to check, and believe it or not, there 
are six pages dealing with luggage, liability limitations, baggage 
liability regulations, passenger compensation limitations, and 
lots of other items. If it ever comes to the crunch and you need 
to claim, you are judged to have read, understood and agreed to 
all the verbiage before boarding. It’s legally airtight!

 A flight lasts for only hours, but marriage and parenthood last 
a lifetime. So what are the fine print regulations which need to 
be read, understood and agreed to before those vows are taken 
before God and your guests? 

God runs the best marriage bureau.
God is best qualified to make the ideal choice of marriage 
partners because He alone knows what the future holds for each 
one. Call it mutual attraction, common interests, mutual vibes, 
love at first sight, body chemistry, the convergence of irresistible 
forces, or any other fancy name – unless God is actively involved, 
marriages can, and do fall apart. God gave Phyl to me as my 
life’s partner. We gave Him the right to confirm or break our 
mutual attraction and searched God’s Word for seven months 
for guidance in black and white. When it came, we were hundreds 
of kilometres apart, and the finger of God stopped at a verse we 
were both reading on the same day. Satan, sicknesses, separations 
and all manner of circumstances have not prised apart God’s 
unity and love over our more than forty-four years together.

 Boredom, unfaithfulness, lack of communication, lovelessness, 
meanness and selfishness are some of the white ants that are 
eating out the grouting of marriage unity these days, causing 
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even the most solid looking families to fall apart. God should 
never be presumed to be the patron of good marriages 
simply because vows are exchanged in a place of worship. God 
hand-made the ideal partner for Adam, and from that moment 
they were Adam and M’adam. (Verses for reflection: Genesis 
2:18, 20b, 21, 22). 

God can do what super-glue cannot do -
He makes two people, one.
Divorce and mutual separation is greatly on the increase. It seems 
that marriages today frequently commence without that mutual 
respect and genuine love for one another which restrains both 
parties from engaging in premarital sex. Many who seek to be 
delivered from lust speak of the mutual stimulation and sexual 
activity before marriage which turned sour afterwards. Wives 
have felt shame, guilt, and even anger against their husbands 
for having taken advantage of them before marriage. The wife’s 
subsequent frigidity has brought frustration and resentment, 
which in turn can lead to unfaithfulness. 

 When Phyl and I were planning marriage, I felt too embarrassed 
to ask my father for advice, and in any case I was in the South 
Pacific war zone with the Royal New Zealand Air Force. So I 
turned to a Christian pilot friend of mine who was a great help 
in recommending a suitable book. But it wasn’t the contents of 
the book, but the foreword which was the greatest help. It ran 
something like this; ‘A woman is like a very beautiful harp. Any 
fool can strum and make a noise, but it takes the patience of a 
master to produce the best music.’

 Love, patience, tenderness, and thoughtfulness are the names 
of the fingers which play that harp. Physical union is but part 
of the beautiful melody which commences with marriage. 
We know! The discipline is more than worth it when the fruit 
of that partnership is the birth of a child whose life will be greatly 
blessed because of having been conceived in love, not lust.  

Deliver Our Children from the Evil One
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Read The Fine Print First!

 Our marriage took place on a special day in the world’s history: 
VE Day, the 9th May, 1945. While the world celebrated the end 
of the Second World War in the European zone, we commenced 
a married partnership which has been significantly free of even 
skirmishes of war. What God put together has stayed together. 
‘Houses and wealth are inherited from parents, but a prudent wife 
is from the LORD’ (Proverbs 19:14).

God’s book of rules for successful marriage is never 
outdated.
I was enjoying a meal in a pastor’s home not long ago, when my 
eye caught a notice on the door of the refrigerator: 

 TRUST IN GOD
 FAULT FINDING IS NOT ALLOWED IN OUR HOME
 REMEMBER - A PROMISE IS SACRED. 

My host said it was reputed to have come from Dwight L. 
Moody’s family home, put there by Dwight’s mother.
 Godly words, backed up by godly example, are indeed a 
priceless heritage. In retrospect, Phyl and I both thank God for 
this example in the families into which we were born. And I am 
sure, in due course we will have left some of the same with our 
children when we receive God’s upward call in Christ Jesus.  

 Several years ago, I was asked to speak to the children of people 
attending a (YWAM) basic counselling school in Hawaii. There 
were only thirteen students between the ages of five and fifteen 
years, but the invitation raised a problem. I was used to speaking 
to non-Christian young people and sharing the Gospel, but I 
was unsure as to what this group needed to hear. I spent some 
time in prayer and the Lord gave me something entirely new.

 The first day I spoke on what parents should give to their 
children, what this should mean to them, and how children 
generally react if they do not receive this.
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 The second day the subject was reversed, and we focused on 
what children should give to their parents, and their reactions.  

 On the third day I spoke about the ideal relationship young 
people could have with God, and what Jesus Christ wanted to 
do for them individually to make this possible. To conclude the 
mini-series I placed a small box with a slit in the top on one 
of the teacher’s desks. I invited those who desired the freedom 
Jesus Christ promised to write their name on a slip of paper 
and to drop it into the box. I offered to spend time in praying 
with them individually on the following Saturday, with their 
parents being present if they wished this. Five students and two 
teachers turned up on the Saturday and around five and a half 
hours were spent in sharing the power of Jesus Christ with each 
one. The results were very confirming. Parents and children were 
reconciled, bondages were broken, children were freed to glorify 
Jesus Christ in their change of conduct.

 Because the contents of that time with the children is so 
appropriate to ideal parenthood, the points have been expanded 
to form the following chapter.

Deliver Our Children from the Evil One
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CHAPTER 3

KEYS TO IDEAL PARENTHOOD

 To reach this goal, the investment of selflessness and ten 
other vital spiritual and emotional values is more than worth the 
results which may be obtained. 

1. Love blesses children.  
Children need love before anything else. Everything God has 
done for us parents or prospective parents has been possible 
because of his incredible love: 

 ‘Dear friends, since God so loved us, we ought also to love one 
another.’     (1 John 4:11)

 ‘... if we love each other, God lives in us and his love is made 
complete in us.’    (1 John 4:12)

 ‘his command is that you walk in love.’ (2 John v.6)

 When Christian parents channel God’s love to their children, 
they keep them from feeling rejected, give them security, and a 
warm sense of being wanted which preserves them from lurking 
fears (1 John 4:18).

 Some psychiatrists are now telling their patients to affirm 
themselves and others by hugging someone every day. If a 
genuine demonstration of affection had been practised in the 
childhood of these people, they probably would not have ended 
up being patients.

 Phyl tells mothers never to give up hugging their sons. It is the 
greatest protection against a teenager becoming sexually aroused 
when he first comes into close contact with a female body.
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 It is said that ‘love makes the world go around’. If love is 
genuine, it will apply to the world of marriage, But if ‘love’ 
means ‘slushy sentiment’, then the married lives of many people 
are doomed to failure. Nothing but genuine love which comes 
from God can propel a marriage into its proper orbit.

 Love is said to have the same effect in family relationships as 
oil in the moving parts of a car engine. It helps prevent what 
we call ‘wear and tear’. In inter-family relationships nothing 
produces emotional friction and heat more than the opposites of 
love (1 Corinthians 13:4-7): 

 Impatience
 Unkindness
 Envy
 Boasting
 Pride
 Rudeness 
 Self-interest
 Quick temper
 Unforgiveness, resentfulness, resurrecting the past
 Taking pleasure in evil things
 Choosing to be untruthful and enjoying it
 Never trusting
 Always being negative
 A defeatist attitude, and giving up easily 

 If we had been asked to list the family problems which make 
the greatest contribution to wrecking the emotional security of 
children, (and which continues to affect them adversely even in 
adulthood) we could not have put together a more complete list. 
The basis of spiritual problems in adults so often comes from 
these loveless attitudes and relationships. The damage caused can 
never be resolved by financial generosity or gifts.

 Love assures children that they are wanted and that they are 
special to their parents. They will be secure, happy, and give of 
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their best at home and at school. Lack of love will cause rejection, 
a sense of unimportance, loss of value, disobedience, anger and 
emotional hardness. These will cause them to withdraw.

2. Patience blesses children.
 ‘Fathers, do not exasperate your children; instead, bring them 

up in the training and instruction of the Lord.’ 
 (Ephesians 6:4)

 ‘But you, man of God . . . pursue righteousness, godliness, 
faith, love, endurance (AV ‘patience’) and gentleness.’

 (1 Timothy 6:11)

 ‘For this reason, make every effort to add to your faith, 
goodness; and to goodness, knowledge; and to knowledge, self-
control; and to self-control, perseverance (AV ‘patience’) . . . ‘

(2 Peter 1:5, 6) 

 One thing I always admired about Phyl was her patience with 
the girls. They were in the kitchen sink with her, in the mixing 
bowls, and always talking to her. But she was unruffled. She 
had always looked upon motherhood as the highest vocation, 
and gladly gave up nursing (which she greatly loved) to be a 
mother. She read endlessly to them, often the same books over 
and over again. She listened, talked, and listened some more, 
and constantly prayed over them. Then there was help with the 
homework, the things she sewed for them, and the woodwork 
items she made patiently with my tools! And where was I? 
I was a full-time servant of God, a part-time father, and an often 
impatient one at that.

 God is also a God of patience: 

 ‘Or do you show contempt for the riches of his kindness, 
tolerance and patience, not realising that God’s kindness leads 
you toward repentance?’

(Romans 2:4) 
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 Patience is a fruit of the Spirit-filled and controlled life. The 
Holy Spirit has now taught me how to deal with my old flesh 
life and to draw upon His abundant resources of grace. How my 
girls and I would have benefited from that understanding more 
than forty years ago!

 We often say that patience wears thin. Of course it does if it 
is only a human resource. But the Christian should not be so 
limited. Time may determine how long the listening ear may be 
available or the dialogue may continue, but patience should be 
constant.

 Children shown patience will be confident, friendly, patient 
with one another have no trouble in communicating or improving 
their knowledge. Children who are not shown patience, will be 
frustrated, impatient, easily discouraged, may feel worthless and 
be disobedient and angry. 

3. Fairness blesses children.
In the parable of the prodigal son, the older brother obviously 
held a grudge against his father for what he thought was an 
injustice (which can be as effective as real injustice), so he became 
angry and refused to join the welcome-home party. So his father 
went out and pleaded with him. But he answered his father, 
‘Look! All these years I’ve been slaving for you and never disobeyed 
your orders. Yet you never gave me even a young goat so I could 
celebrate with my friends. But when this son of yours who has 
squandered your property with prostitutes comes home, you kill the 
fattened calf for him’ (Luke 15:28-30 emphasis added). The father 
quietly reminded the older brother that everything around him 
was his property. (The younger son had already received his share 
of the inheritance before his father’s death). The father could 
not have been fairer. The elder brother had obviously treated his 
father badly, and justified himself in being angry. In reality he 
was also mean, because he could have had fun with his friends 
at any time he chose, but obviously he wasn’t prepared to kill his 
own stock to celebrate.

Deliver Our Children from the Evil One
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 It is said that if two children each want a half of an apple, 
or piece of cake, one should be asked to do the cutting, and  
the other then given first choice. One can guarantee there won’t 
be an inequality.

 Children have a strong sense of fair play, and can become 
incensed if they consider that they have been treated unjustly in 
punishment, rewards, food, payment, favours, jobs to be done, 
privileges, time allocation, and in fact anything in which some 
allocation is made.

 Self-preservation starts early in a child’s life. Just try taking 
a favourite toy away and the owner’s alarm system sounds off, 
loudly and persistently. When other little ones come for a visit 
and toys have to be shared, selfishness mostly triumphs and the 
visitor has to be content with what can be snatched or handed 
over by the umpire of the peace-keeping force. Fairness is a 
learned behavioural pattern, and it starts with parents acting 
justly.

4. Giving children adequate time blesses them.
Many years ago, I saw a TV programme which centred around 
a middles to upper-class family. The father was a workaholic 
lawyer. His teenage daughter frequently went to his study to 
ask him to listen to her problems. Each time he said the same 
thing: Not now dear, can’t you see that I’m very busy?’, or ‘Some 
other time please.’ The mother was a socialite, and when the 
teenager wanted to talk with her she was usually speaking on 
the telephone and would refuse to interrupt her conversation. 
Other times it was ‘I haven’t got time now dear, can’t you see 
I am going out?’ What spare time the parents had was given to the 
‘light-of-their-lives’, a two-year-old boy, an unexpected arrival, on 
whom they doted. The daughter became so lonely and frustrated 
that she ‘kidnapped’ her little brother, and cared for him in a 
run-down tenement. Of course, the police finally found the 
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missing two, and there was a family reunion with the daughter 
who had been the victim of ill-conceived parental priorities. 

 Availability is the first step of the staircase to good family 
relations ships. It gives security to a child to know that he or 
has top priority when needed.

 The next step is to have a listening ear. A frequent and 
accurate assessment of father-daughter communication is 
‘I can’t talk to my father – he only lectures!’ Personally, I am sure 
I have turned the ear ‘off’ and the tongue ‘on’ too frequently 
when I should have been listening to my teenage girls. Dads are 
naturally protective of their daughters, and bristle with good 
reasons for making decisions aimed at preventing unspoken fears 
from becoming facts. Listening fully to a child or teenager will 
prevent him or her from feeling frustrated, and the parent from 
making a wrong judgment based on incomplete information. 

 Step three is knowing how long to listen. The request may be 
made frequently, but quality time is always better than ‘little and 
often’, particularly when a parent looks intensely at a child while 
listening. If adults appreciate others giving them total attention, 
how much more satisfying will it be for children to be treated in 
the same way.

 The ‘right time’ seldom means anything to a child, and with 
the male species, this weakness usually continues well into 
adulthood, if in fact it ever changes! Patience and careful time-
planning may well be part of the female psyche, but the male 
usually wants to get everything off his chest as soon as he enters 
his security domain – home. If boys yell for mum and food after 
school, most men expect immediate attention from their wives as 
they drop their ‘work-weary’ bodies into their ‘sacred’ armchair. 
Then, without so much as an enquiry as to how their wives fared 
during the day, they pour out their problems and frustrations. 
Some children never grow up, they just look as if they have.

Deliver Our Children from the Evil One
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 But there is another aspect of time which is as important as 
listening. It is watching and encouraging. All too frequently, 
disgruntled adults have complained to us that their father or 
mother showed no interest in their schoolwork, or sports 
activities. This has produced resentment, bitterness and anger 
towards the parent concerned. One boy exploded and punched 
his father’s nose because he had showed total disinterest in his 
son’s sports achievements. Fathers generally deserve more blame 
than mothers. Few readers will not be able to recall the inner 
pleasure they had when a parent or grandparent was present at a 
time of personal triumph in the sports field, or at prize-giving.

 There is also a three-letter word which demands attention. 
It can infuriate if repeated too frequently, but if handled correctly, 
may become a teaching point. It seems that after ‘Mum’ and 
‘Dad’, ‘Yes’ and No’, the most frequently used word is ‘Why?’ 
The enquiring mind deserves to be informed, but the challenging 
mind sometimes needs discipline. Life-long quality relationships 
between parents and children often commence when children 
are given attention to their needs, rather than their wants.

 When time together leads to right decisions being made, wise 
parental judgements will be the fourth step in ensuring parents 
and children have good family relationships.

 It appears that some parents expunge the memory of their 
own childhood pranks, misbehaviour, and experimentation, 
with soothing words like ‘socially acceptable habits’ when 
dealing with them in their own children. Rigidity, legalism, even 
harsh attitudes and measures to preserve the family name, often 
exasperate the children and lead to frustration.

 It is an unchangeable fact of life that when the parents most 
need wisdom to guide and train their children, they have the 
least resources to do so. But there are three important guidelines 
which should assist in making those all–important decisions:
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FAITH IN GOD
PARENTAL FAIRMINDEDNESS

TRUST IN THE CHILD 

The child who is allowed freedom within defined boundaries 
will be a secure child. Failure to define boundaries (which 
children often want but may verbally reject), will give them a false 
sense of freedom, but inevitably their choices will bring them 
into bondage. God condemned Eli the priest because ‘his sons 
made themselves contemptible, and he failed to restrain them’ 
(1 Samuel 3:13).

 The top step of the staircase to the most effective use of time 
is to recommend that adequate explanations should be made 
as to why the decisions were reached, rather than mere edicts 
with penalties for non-fulfilment. When children understand 
the basic principles upon which decisions are based, even the 
unpalatable ones are easier to receive.

 Human-rights activists often undermine the authority of 
parents, school-teachers, and authority figures. It is therefore not 
uncommon for parents to be confronted when a child feels that 
his or her personal rights are being challenged. The Christian 
parent aiming to bring up children to respect God and His 
standards belongs to what is fast becoming a more and more 
oppressed minority. Satan will see to that! 

5. Encouragement blesses children.
Rejection is one of the greatest unrecognized dangers during 
child-hood. Imagination often contributes as much to a child 
feeling rejected, as what is actually said or done.

 Encouragement is a sure antidote. But it must be genuine and 
reasonable. Anything that is flattering, therefore untruthful, 
may cause children to be deceived into believing they possess 
abilities which they don’t really have. That bubble will burst 
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sooner or later, disillusionment and self-rejection will result. 
When approval is exaggerated, and everything is ‘fantastic’, or 
‘marvellous’, parents have no room to challenge their children 
to reach higher levels of achievement. Genuine encouragement 
can dispel fears in a child, give fresh impetus to the desire to 
improve, and reward the diligence of self-effort. It is positive, 
stimulating, and a healer of inferiorities and low self-image.

 Paul’s reassurance to Timothy in Ephesus, and Titus in Crete, 
has left us three Epistles which demonstrate the value of this 
in direct, honest and forthright terms. The principles are just 
as valid in childhood. A moment’s reflection will remind us of 
people who have blessed our lives with a timely word which 
has encouraged us. It helped turn defeat into victory, inferiority 
into self-acceptance, or self-rejection into self-confidence. 
Encouragement is to the soul as physiotherapy is to the body. 

6. Godly examples bless children.
God promised Solomon abundant blessings on one condition: 

 ‘As for you, if you walk before me in integrity of heart and 
uprightness, as David your father did, and do all I command 
and observe my decrees and laws, I will establish your royal 
throne over Israel forever.’

(1 Kings 9:4 emphasis added) 

Paul reminded Timothy of the matriarchal example in his 
family: 

 I have been reminded of your sincere faith, which first lived in 
your grandmother Lois and in your mother Eunice, and I am 
persuaded, now lives in you also.’  (2 Timothy 1:5) 

 Children normally follow the examples of their parents 
when they grow up. Rudeness, gossip, bad language, criticism, 
infidelity, violence, dishonesty, stealing, smoking and alcoholism 
are some of the bad habit patterns that are learned from example. 
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There may also be hereditary habits.

 7. Instruction in Biblical principles
 blesses children.
 ‘These commandments that I give you today are to be on your 

hearts. Impress them on your children. Talk about them when 
you sit at home and when you walk along the road, when you 
lie down and when you get up. Tie them as symbols on your 
hands and bind them on your foreheads. Write them on the 
door-frames of your houses and on your gates.’ 

 (Deuteronomy 6:6-9)

 Because God blessed Old Testament families who submitted to 
his commandments, could not the rejection of God’s principles 
for family living be one key to such disintegration of the family 
unit seen today?

 If parents are charged with the responsibility of teaching and 
demonstrating the truths of God’s word to their children, each 
child then becomes personally responsible for obeying these 
teachings and following the example given. Those who choose 
to rebel against their godly heritage bear their own guilt. But the 
promise of God is: 

 ‘Train a child in the way he should go, and when he is old he 
will not turn from it.’ 

(Proverbs 22:6) 

 There are four spiritual experiences into which parents may 
guide their children:

 (a) Salvation, water baptism, and the filling and 
  control of the Holy Spirit.

The writer believes that from Pentecost onwards, there is Biblical 
evidence to show that these three experiences should take place 
at the time of new birth. Regrettably they have become separated 
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by doctrine and time. For example, my father led me to a saving 
knowledge of Jesus Christ at seven years of age; I was baptized 
around twelve years of age, but not released in the Holy Spirit 
until thirty-two. It appears to me that the Ethiopian eunuch 
(Acts 8:29-39), and the Philippian jailer with his household  
(Acts 16:25-34) had this triple experience at the one time. They 
were born from above, baptized in water, and filled with joy, 
which is an evidence of the control of the Holy Spirit.

 Those responsible for physical birth are ideally the ones to lead 
their children into spiritual life.

 (b) The establishment of times of family worship.

As the Jews celebrate the passover at the family meal table, so 
believing parents should have a similar short time of worship 
when as many as possible can be present. When our girls were 
young, we had a variety of short readings or Bible stories, 
followed by one member of the family praying for the others 
and for their friends. Each one took their turn.

 (c)  Submission to Biblical principles of glorifying 
  Jesus Christ in daily life through Bible study and  
  prayer.

Psalm 119:941 says: 

 ‘How can a young man keep his way pure? By living according 
to your word. I seek you with all my heart; do not let me stray 
from your commands. I have hidden your word in my heart 
that I might not sin against you.’

(See also verses 14-16, 97-100 and verse 130)

 My earliest childhood memories of my father were of the 
priority time he gave to reading and studying God’s word, and 
his early morning prayer in the kitchen. He used to pray aloud for 
his family, and missionaries around the world. He was a banker, 
but always a full-time witness for Jesus Christ. These habits were 
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continued to his death in his eighty-ninth year. Childhood is 
the time to lay the foundation for a lifetime of witness to Jesus 
Christ.

 (d) Encouragement to worship and serve in the local 
   church from the earliest age.

Most churches have adequate teaching facilities for all age 
groups up to junior church, and this makes an ideal beginning 
for the children’s church activities. If facilities are not available, 
no one seems to mind children playing quietly, colouring in, or 
sleeping on the floor during the service. 

 As our youngsters were growing up they also went with us 
when we conducted gospel programmes for young people. 
As they grew older they were able to help us in various ways. So 
their lives, like their parents’, were deeply rooted in service for 
the kingdom of God.

 One afternoon we watched an interesting scene outside our 
front gate. Aureole, our seven year-old ‘special middle daughter’ 
had gathered about a dozen friends of her own age and had 
them lined up facing her chalk board. We were intrigued as she 
began to sketch and tell a gospel story exactly as she had heard it. 
Her conclusion however was entirely her own: And if you don’t 
believe in Jesus, you’ll be flamed up in hell!’ From what we could 
see, the children appeared unmoved. Our daughters grew up as 
soulwinners, and have never lost their zeal to win people to Jesus 
Christ. Lifelong habits commence in childhood. Children are 
indeed the future generation, but parents can strongly influence 
it.

8. Fair and appropriate discipline blesses children.
With human rights activists crying ‘brutality’, ‘violence’, 
‘deprivation of human rights’ and ‘victimisation’ against those 
who use physical means to punish children, it is not surprising 
that practical discipline is banned in most schools and avoided 

Deliver Our Children from the Evil One



39

Keys To Ideal Parenthood

in many homes. Even Christian families are bowing to social 
pressures rather than submitting to the authority of God’s 
word. 

 It takes the grace of God to know when to discipline a child, 
what method to use, and for how long it should last. Our three 
girls were basically different. With one, we only had to speak 
firmly; the eyes would fill with tears and the bottom lip quiver. 
With another firmness had to be combined with physical 
discipline. The third needed firmness, physical correction, and 
considerable reasoning to reach the desired result.

 Because modem society has generally rejected the Bible and 
its ethical standards, it has become more and more permissive. 
This rebellious, permissive age has not caught the Bible reader 
unawares. Around AD 67 Paul wrote to Timothy in Ephesus 
saying: 

 ‘But mark this: There will be terrible times in the last days. 
People will be lovers of themselves, lovers of money, boastful, 
proud, abusive, disobedient to their parents, ungrateful, 
unholy, without love, unforgiving, slanderous, without self-
control, brutal, not lovers of the good, treacherous, rash, 
conceited, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God.’ 

(2 Timothy 3:1-4 emphasis added) 

 When parents abandon their responsibility, or assign it to 
others for any reason, children become ‘at risk’. The number of 
homeless children and teenagers in our large cities is alarming. 
They are exploited at every level, sexually active, and subject to 
diseases such as AIDS. Most are bitter towards their parents and 
the society which rejected them.

 Solomon in his renowned wisdom talked about this in Proverbs 
22:15 and 23:13,14.

 My father was the disciplinarian in his home, simply because 
I could run faster than my mother, and I could always make her 
laugh when she wanted to punish me. I learned that a laughing 
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mother couldn’t whack her boy! But those defences didn’t 
seem appropriate with a disciplinarian for a father! His times 
of punishment were something else! They were always in our 
‘sitting-room which was awesome in itself to a boy who was never 
allowed in there. There were, Bible, readings (which I soon knew  
by heart), and the usual remarks: ‘Son, this hurts me more than 
 it hurts you.’ I could never understand that. I showed the welts 
from the thin leather strap, but my father never showed any 
physical discomfort. 

 Having survived these, and other ‘post-graduate’ incidents I 
recommend some disciplinary do’s and dont’s:

•	 Discipline	 should	 be	 appropriate	 to	 the	 seriousness	 of	 the	
misdemeanor, the personality of the child, and to whether it 
is the first occasion or a ‘re-run’.

•	 Punishment	 should	 never	 be	 administered	 in	 anger.	 If	 it	 is,	
the tendency is for the punishment to be more severe, and of 
longer duration than is just. I believe I have, at times, been 
guilty of that.

•	 Discipline	should	be	administered	as	soon	as	possible	after	the	
need arises. Waiting time can amount to psychological torture. 
When my mother promised me paternal discipline, the rest 
of my day was ruined. When I heard my father’s footsteps 
after work, I suffered some sort of emotional stomach rupture. 
I knew the procedure. Whisperings in the kitchen, then 
the grim invitation, ‘Son, come with me’, followed by the 
procession of father, Bible, leather strap, and son who had 
been suffering to some degree all day. So, on behalf of all boys 
and girls yet to receive discipline from a parent who reads this 
book – please make it short, just, and relevant to what caused 
it.

•	 Beware	double	punishment.	Because	I	was	punished	in	a	super-
spiritual atmosphere which included Bible reading and prayer, 
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it became a ‘heavy deal’. The punishment, I deserved. The 
repeated lecture bit, I resented. When the climax was added 
to a day of dread, I felt I was being a little over-punished!

•	 Make	 no	 empty	 threats	 of	 punishment.	 Carry	 it	 out	 if	
needed. Children will despise the word of parents who make 
empty threats. This may also cause insecurity, rebellion, and 
independence. Beware of causing a child to feel a sense of  
injustice because the punishment given is greater than that 
given to another sibling under similar circumstances.

•	 Discipline	 should	 be	 done	 in	 private	 where	 possible.	 Avoid	
shouting or using intimidating language in addition to the 
method of punishment. Words which should never be used 
include; ‘I hate you’; I could kill you’; ‘I never wanted you in 
the first place’, and ‘what will other people think of me now 
because of what you did?’

•	 Never,	 never	 kick,	 or	 punch,	 or	 hit	 a	 child	 across	 the	 head. 
I used to have my ears ‘boxed’ but that can have adverse effects 
on eardrums and is a ‘no-no’. 

 Children who are disciplined wisely in love will soon learn 
to respect their parents; later in life they will then accept the 
whole social system of order and justice, including respecting 
the property of others. They will feel secure in themselves, and 
will honour other people and their possessions.

 Children who are undisciplined will do whatever they want, 
or are influenced to do. They will manipulate to get their own 
way, become deceitful, put on tantrums, and often become quite 
obnoxious to others.

 Children who are over-disciplined may become insecure, 
lacking in self-confidence, fearful, have difficulty in sleeping, 
and struggle over schoolwork. They may also become anxious, 
bite their nails, and wet the bed.
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9. Children are blessed for life when they are taught 
to exercise faith.

Timothy’s faith has already been mentioned. Hebrews chapter 
eleven is of course the Bible’s honour roll of ordinary people 
whose faith was a way of life. So when it came to a crisis they 
simply acted normally. Faith is a lifestyle, not an emergency 
cord.

 Our own children grew up knowing that what God did not 
supply, we would go without. Phyl and I believed we were 
responsible to trust God for basic necessities, but we encouraged 
the children to ask the Lord for special items. One trusted the 
Lord for the air fare for a holiday, and it was supplied. The 
Lord was always faithful. As God was then, so he is now. They 
continue to look to the Lord. Although each has passed through 
financial difficulties during marriage, the Lord has brought them 
through. 

10. Children are blessed when their parents
 trust them.
This is a double-edged blessing. Firstly, parents need to establish 
themselves as completely trustworthy and reliable in the eyes 
of their children. This means always keeping their word, and 
fulfilling promises. If this ever becomes impracticable adequate 
explanations need to be made, and alternatives carried out where 
possible.

 Parents who deliberately or obliquely lie, ought not to punish 
their children who simply follow their example.

 Secondly, the same standard of trust needs to be placed in 
children and teenagers so that they in turn will be encouraged to 
become reliable. Statements such as ‘I trust you to come straight 
home’, or trust you to uphold Christian standards with your 
unsaved friends’, will stimulate a sense of honour ‘to make the 
grade.’

Deliver Our Children from the Evil One
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Keys To Ideal Parenthood

 Trust is a deliberate choice and needs to be guarded carefully. 
It involves:

•	 avoiding	 subtle	 questions	 testing	 the	 degree	 of	 a	 child’s	
truthfulness. This can undermine the child’s feeling of being 
trusted;

•	 believing	a	child’s	explanation	unless	there	is	obvious	evidence	
to the contrary;

•	 giving	the	child	the	benefit	of	any	doubt	which	may	arise	in	
conflicting statements;

•	 making	 the	 punishment	 for	 untruthfulness	 such	 a	 deterrent	
that truthfulness will become the automatic choice; and

•	 showing	your	children	that	you	will	support	them	because	you	
trust them.

 Fathers and mothers come in many shapes and sizes, and 
in varying degrees of ability to fulfil the ideal requirements of 
parenthood. No one has been, nor is likely to be perfect. The 
wise will learn quickly, but be encouraged, even the slow ones 
can complete the course the second time around – with their 
grandchildren!
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SUMMARY

1. Only God is able to supply the best partner for marriage. 
Those who ask for his selection will always be grateful they 
did.

2. God’s rules for successful family relationships can never be 
outdated, or superseded. It is better to acknowledge and 
obey than to learn by the process of trial and error.

3. The ten keys to ideal parent-child relationships are 
giving children: love, patience, fairness, adequate time, 
encouragement, godly example, instruction in Biblical 
principles, fair and appropriate discipline encouragement 
to walk by faith, and trust.

4. Lifetime habits commence in childhood. By obedience 
to Biblical principles parents will bless their children and 
influence the future generation for the glory of God.

Deliver Our Children from the Evil One
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